WANTED A KING

longer, oath or no oath. Then we shall see what we shall
see!

[LECESTRE, i, 237. The P.S. was added in Napoleon's own hand.
Counts Beugnot (afterwards Imperial Commissioner in the Duchy of
Berg) and Simeon had introduced the Napoleonic regime into West-
phalia.]
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THE SPANISH THRONE

TO LOUIS NAPOLEON,  KING OF HOLLAND

SAINT-CLOUD, March 27, 1808, 7 p.m.

THE King of Spain has abdicated. The Prince of the
Peace has been put in prison. An insurrection has broken
out at Madrid. Whilst all this was happening, my troops were
40 leagues away from the capital; but the Grand Duke of
Berg should have entered it with 40,000 men on the 23rd.
The people have been loud in their appeals to me through-
out the crisis. Convinced as I am that I shall never secure
lasting peace with England until I set the whole of Europe
in motion, I have determined to put a French prince on the
throne of Spain. The Dutch climate doesn't suit you.
Holland can never rise again from its ashes. Whether there
is peace or not, it hasn't the means to defend itself in this
whirlwind of a world. Things being so, I am thinking of
you for the throne of Spain. There you will be sovereign
of a generous nation of n million souls, and of important
colonies over-seas. Given economy and energy, Spain might
have 60,000 men under arms, and 50 warships in its ports.
Tell me in so many words what you think of this plan.
You understand that it is still only in the air, and that,
though I have 100,000 men in Spain, the circumstances may
be such that I can go straight ahead, and get it all done
in a fortnight, or such that I may have to proceed slowly,
and only reach my hidden objective at the end of several
months* operations. Give me a plain answer. If I appoint
you King of Spain, do you accept? Can I count on you?
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